
 

 

 

SUBJECT: Music                            YEAR GROUP: Year 8     
 
TOPICS COVERED: 
The blues, cover songs (using music technology), Battle of 
the Bands, Brilliant Baroque, Create a Chorus, Film music: 
mickey-mousing 
 
Students with skill on an instrument other than the keyboard 
may for some topics be given the option to use this instrument in 
class and for their assessment. In such cases they will be given 
advance notice to bring their instrument in.  
 

 

PROGRAMME OF STUDY METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

Autumn Half Term 1: 
 
The Blues 
 
Pupils will learn to play the 12 bar blues chord pattern on the keyboard 
and develop their ability to improvise a response using the blues scale. 
They will explore the music of key blues performers and develop their 
knowledge of blues terminology. 
 

 
 
 
 
Group performance to include the 
12 bar blues chord sequence, 
improvised melody lines and vocals 
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Autumn Half Term 2: 
 
Pupils will use Garageband to create a song cover, with a choice of three 
songs. This will involve playing in chords, the bass line and percussion 
parts. The more advanced students will add further layers (e.g. violin, 
flute, saxophone), vary how the chords/bass line are played, record the 
vocals in themselves, and add in further sections of the piece to create a 
whole song. 
 

 
 
Paired song cover using 
garageband 
 

Spring Half Term 3: 
 
Battle of the Bands 
 
Pupils will work in groups to recreate a song of their own choice. They will 
have freedom to choose the instrument that works best for them (guitar, 
ukulele, keyboard, bass guitar, vocals, percussion) and will work to create 
a performance of their song.   
 

 
 
 
 

Spring Half Term 4: 
 
 
Brilliant Baroque 
 

Pupils will use the programme Sibelius to recreate part of Pachebel’s 
canon, and then create their own Baroque string quartet composition 
using chords of their choice. They will develop an understanding of how 
melody lines can be created using different notes of a chord, to create a 
beautifully layered composition. More advanced students will use varying 
note lengths and rhythms to create a truly inspired piece. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
String quartet score and mp3 file. 



Summer Half Term 5: 
 
Create a Chorus! 
 
Pupils will create their own chord sequence on keyboard or ukulele, and 
develop their own hook to sing over the chord sequence. They will learn 
about word setting, bass lines, chord sequences and accompaniment 
styles. The more advanced students will explore inversions, add passing 
notes in their bass lines and develop their hook into a chorus or whole 
song. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Chord sequence and hook 
performance. 
 
 
 

Summer Half Term 6: 
 
Film music: mickey-mousing 
 
Pupils will develop their understanding of film music, with a focus on 
matching music and sound effects to action taking place on the screen 
(also known as ‘mickey-mousing’). Pupils will then use Logic to match 
sound effects to action in a Tom & Jerry clip. More advanced students will 
be able to using the midi keyboard to play in music and sounds to match 
the action. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Finished film clip with music and 
sound effects. 
 
 

Key Skills: 
 
Musical skills: 

 keyboard (hand technique & dexterity, muscle memory, how to play musically) 

 gaining some technical experience on electric/acoustic guitar, and bass guitar 

 staying in time with others/adjusting to fit in (possibly also leading a group) 

 analysing music: gradually building up a repertoire of GCSE-based musical terminology 

 ability to play/sing from a score 

 manipulating samples in Garageband 



 

 
Musical knowledge: 

 musical notation (notes on the stave including sharps and flats, note and rest values) 

 key composers and works 

 features of music from India 
 
Building blocks/techniques: 

 major and minor scales 

 chord sequences and primary chords 

 features of a good melody (motif/repetition/contrast) 

 how to structure a composition and use texture to good effect 
 


