
Coming Up Next Term… 
 Ms Bodnar, formerly a professional cellist, is 

offering cello lessons through the school! Please 
email Miss Brimacombe for further details at 
m.brimacombe@srrcc.org.uk 

 Good News concert on Friday 5th May involving our 
college choirs, our parent choir, and our advanced 
wind band 

 Film Music concert with the Barnes Concert Band on 
Tuesday 16th May with performances from the 
College Orchestra and our parent choir 

 Primary Singing Festival on Wednesday 7th June 
with Years 1, 2, and 3 

 25 of our top sopranos and altos, plus singers from 
feeder schools, are performing Britten’s St Nicholas 
Cantata with a semi-professional choir on Saturday 
17th June  

 Live @ the Rose on 29th June for High School pupils 

 Richmond Prom involving College instrumentalists 

 Year 2 Musical   
 

Musical Joke 

Q: What is Beethoven’s favourite fruit? 

A: Ba-na-na-naaaaaaa! 
 

We wish you all a very happy Easter and a 
restful holiday!  

Miss Firman, Miss Williams, Miss Brimacombe, Miss 
Morrell, Ms Bodnar 

Dmitri Shostakovich 

(1906-1975) 

Suggested listening:  

Symphony No. 10 

Barbara Strozzi  

(1619-1677) 

Suggested listening:  

Che si può fare  

William Byrd  

(1543-1623) 

Suggested listening:  
Agnus Dei from Mass  
for Four Voices 

Vítězslava Kaprálová  

(1915-1940) 

Suggested listening:  
Partita, mvmt. II:  
Andantino 

George Gershwin  

(1898-1937)  

Suggested listening:  
I Loves You Porgy  
(as sung by Nina Simone) 

Franz Schubert  

(1797-1828)  

Suggested listening:  

Du bist die Ruh’ 

Selection of Spring Term 
Composers of the week:  

Community Gospel Workshop 

St Richard Reynolds Catholic College 

Newsletter                                        
It doesn’t seem very long ago that we sent out our Christmas newsletter, and 
yet here we are already at the end of the Spring term. Another very busy 
term in the Music Department, and we’ve been so impressed by the 
contributions of our talented student body. 

Instrumental and Vocal Recitals 

This term we have had a huge number of pupil recitals at the 

college, involving students from both Primary and Secondary. We 

have had no fewer than five recitals; our High Flyers, woodwind 

and string players, pianists, acoustic guitarists, and vocalists have 

all had a dedicated recital at which to perform. We’re so proud of 

everyone who performed in these. 

Visiting Professional Pianist 

In February we were very lucky to have professional pianist Simon 

Watterton visit the college to work with both Primary and High 

School students. They were treated to a medley of pieces, and the 

GCSE cohort were able to hear him perform one of their set 

works, Beethoven’s Pathetique Sonata. The highlight of his 

performance was his rendition of ‘Happy Birthday’ played in five 

different musical styles. After the school day finished, Simon ran 

a masterclass with some of our top pianists: Saskia Fahey (Y3), 

Jacob Parker (7L), Sebastian Goes (8B), and Alex Gold (10M). He 

worked through their pieces with them and gave them pointers 

for expression, performance style and practice techniques.  

 

Gospel Workshop with Karen Gibson 

Going Gospel 

This term, our theme for our choirs, and a number of our 

ensembles, has been gospel! The Chamber Choir has been 

working on an amazing arrangement of ‘Jesus is a Rock’ which 

they will be performing at the Good News concert next term. 

We’ve been working on gospel music in our morning singing 

assemblies too with all of our Year 7s, Year 8s and Year 9s. The 

Advanced Wind Band has been joining in as well, learning an 

arrangement of ‘Go Down Moses’.  

Our gospel theme has been further enhanced by three 

workshops led by the internationally renowned gospel leader 

Karen Gibson. Karen worked with the whole of Year 8, and came 

back to develop some pieces with a select number of top 

singers, and returned once more to lead a packed community 

workshop for parents, students, and visiting public.  

 



This term has been a particularly exciting one for Primary, because 

Year 3 have started their Strings Project! Each child in Year 3 was 

given either a violin, a viola, or a cello. They have been learning to 

play their instruments in class, taught by Sara Mecci and Ruta 

Vitkauskaite and inspired by Miss Williams, violinist extraordinaire. 

Their hard work and dedicated practice was on display in their 

amazing Easter performance! They will continue to learn their 

instrument throughout their Primary career, and we’ve had our 

High School string players helping out as well. 

Easter Performance 

This term Year 3 have been working hard to put on their Easter 

performance which happened on Wednesday this week. It involved 

singing and acting, with some excellent solos, and they also 

demonstrated their string instruments as well!  

Piano Mentoring Project 

This term saw the return of our piano mentoring project, in which 

Secondary pianists mentor our young Primary pianists. This is a 

great way for the primary students to get a boost in their learning, 

and increases the musical understanding for our High School pupils 

as well. It is also a lovely way for our older and younger students to 

come together through music.  

College Musical 

Another very exciting development is the start of rehearsals for the 

musical to be put on next term! We’ll be performing The Lion, The 

Witch and the Wardrobe. Congratulations to all students who are 

were given a part 

Westminster Cathedral Visit 

The Schola Cantorum was lucky enough to attend a Mass at 

Westminster Cathedral and then sit in on a rehearsal with the 

choristers of Westminster Cathedral. The students were all very 

impressed by the musical knowledge and discipline of these very 

young singers in this world-renowned choir.  

Barnes Concert Band Demonstration 

Our GCSE cohort, and a small number of other very musical 

students, were lucky enough to watch the Barnes Concert Band in 

rehearsal this term. The Barnes Concert Band is a brass and 

Piano Mentoring Project 

Gospel Workshop 

 Owen Lewis – Owen’s contributions to his Music 
lessons this term have been incredible! He’s been 
working so hard and we are very proud! 

 Euan Fitzgerald-Monk – Euan has been trying his 
hardest in music lessons this term, and Miss Firman is 
very impressed with his behaviour!  

 Saskia Fahey – Saskia is one of our top primary pianists; 
she is so dedicated to her music, and we were so proud 
of her taking part in the piano masterclass this 
February! 

 Freya Byrne & Freya Hughes – our two lovely Freyas 
have joined the school orchestra and are excellent 
additions to our violin section.  

 Sheena Varghese & Florence Forde – Sheena and 
Florence created an amazing piece of spooky music in 
the music lessons this term!  

 Isabel Holton – Isabel is a very dedicated singer who 
practices consistently, and we’ve been so impressed 
with how her voice has developed because of this. Her 
attendance of Chamber Choir, Girls’ Choir and Orchestra 
is fantastic!  

 Bella Bassett-Romo – Bella’s attendance at Chamber 
Choir, Girls’ Choir, A Capella, and the Schola Cantorum 
has been consistently good this term! She’s such a 
valuable role model for so many of our singers.  

 Sonny D’Souza – Sonny is such an enthusiastic 
musician! He puts so much effort into his singing and 
piano. His contribution to our Chamber Choir tenor 
section is excellent!  

 Jacob Parker – Jacob has been working hard for his 
Grade 6 saxophone this term, and the past few weeks 
has been practising for up to three hours after school! 
He is in almost every ensemble we have on offer in the 
Music Department, and attends all regularly. He’s such 
an asset to the department.  

 Morenike Allinson – Morenike gave it her all in the 
gospel workshops this term! Karen Gibson, who ran the 
workshops, was so impressed with her effort!  

 Emma Pereira-Jones – Emma took part in our piano 
mentoring project this term. She had such a wonderful 
way with her mentee, Maria Shakaj, lots of 
encouragement and patience. I know Maria was 
delighted with her!  

 Jacob Towey & Josh D’Cruz – Jacob and Josh’s 
attendance at our Chamber Choir has been amazing 
this term! It’s so wonderful to have their contribution 
to our tenor and bass sections. Both boys also spend 
hours after school composing music in the Mac Suite, 
which we are so impressed by!  

 Honor Parker – Honor's commitment to music is 
phenomenal. She plays viola in a string quartet outside 
of school, and is section leader in our College 
Orchestra. In addition she put on her own concert in 
January to raise money for charity. What a star!  

 Lottie Pink – Lottie always goes above and beyond with 
her music. She is a valued and reliable member of our 
Orchestra, Chamber Choir and Schola Cantorum! She’s 
sung in a number of our recitals, and is working hard for 
her Grade 6.  

Honourable Mentions  

We’d like to give special thanks to some pupils who have been putting in that 
extra effort:  

woodwind ensemble which plays a diverse range of music; the 

College has played in concerts with the band on a number of 

occasions. The players were kind enough to take time to 

demonstrate their instruments and chatted with our students about 

what each instrument was capable of. Then the students were 

allowed to sit in the band and watch as they rehearsal, so they got a 

real feel for what playing in a semi-professional ensemble is like.  

Wicked Trip 

Our trip to see Wicked was probably one of the highlights of the 

term. Around fifty very excited pupils were taken up to London to 

see the amazing West End musical. Shane Bonato-Madden, 9K, 

described it as ‘overwhelming’ and Lottie Pink, 10M, informed us 

that she cried all the way through.  

Orchestra Rehearsals 

After the success of our very first orchestral performance at the 

Christmas concert, we have now started weekly rehearsals as a full 

orchestra! We have a huge collection of instrumentalists, with a fair 

amount of staff participations as well. We even have two advanced 

violinists from Year 3 joining us, Freya Hughes and Freya Byrne. This 

term we’ve been rehearsing ‘Chariots of Fire’ and the ‘James Bond’ 

theme ahead of our film music concert next term, joint with Barnes 

Concert Band.  

Wicked Trip 


